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President’s Message 
 

TSFSRD - March began with a trip to Lubbock for the 
Federation’s Conclave meeting.  The following officers were 
elected for 2024 -2025:  Ed and Ann Ewbank for President, 
Linda and Gary Carlile for Vice President, Audrey and Don 
Bee for Treasurer, and the Federation Secretary position is 
still open.  The State Festival Committee reported there are 
going to be some fun surprises at the State Festival this 
year, but they didn’t tell us what they will be.  We found out 
that the Teen Scholarship Program received less than 
normal donations this past year so not as many 
scholarships will be given out in the coming year.  The 
money the Scholarship program brings in each year is what 
is used for the scholarships.  The remaining $316,559.00 is 
tied up in mutual funds and in checking and savings 
accounts and is not currently used for scholarships.  
 I returned from Lubbock and two days later flew to 
Grand Junction to check on my new house and talk with 
contractors who are making repairs before I move in.   My 
furniture will not be moved until after Mid-Tex so I got by 
with a borrowed table and chair and an inflatable bed I 
bought at Walmart.  Every morning, I woke up and 
marveled at the view out of my bedroom window.  I can see 
the Utah mountains to the west and all the way to Palisade, 
Colorado to the east. See photo below. 
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   NSDC-Two days after returning from Grand Junction, I drove to Shreveport, LA for the 74th 

NSDC Pre-Convention.  At the Pre-Convention, reports are given 15 months prior to the 
National Convention, i.e. the 75th Texas NSDC.  These reports share the progress the 
upcoming national convention.  It was extremely helpful for those of us on the 75th NSDC 
Committee to hear what questions were asked of the committee by the National Executive 
Council as well as to meet our counterparts.  Bonnie Abramson is in charge of Education 
for Shreveport Nationals, and she is a WEALTH of experience and information and willingly 
shares any information I ask her.  The Education Chairman from Nationals last year in 
Mobile has been extremely helpful as well, sending me his final reports, spreadsheets, and 
summary of class evaluations. In addition to the meetings, there was a dance every night 
with at least four or five well known callers each night. The calling was really upbeat and 
kept people moving as did the rounds. Saturday evening there were 24 squares on the 
floor. 
 I got back from Shreveport, picked up my dogs after three weeks with the pet sitter.  
The next day two of them had vet appointments and I had a routine visit to my eye 
surgeon.  
 
SHIRTS N SKIRTS - The following night I attended Shirts N Skirts’ graduation.  They had 
24 graduates!  AMAZING!   Joe Lowe always leads the Candlelight ceremony at the Shirts 
N Skirts’ graduations.  I had never seen one done in the dark with the lighting of real 
candles.  It was quite pretty. See Shirts N Skirts Club page for photos. 
 
On Monday, March 25th, I will be loading my four dogs in the car and will be headed back 
to Grand Junction for about two weeks to work with more contractors and let the dogs see 
their new home.  I will be towing a small utility trailer, so I’ll be staying at RV parks and 
sleeping in the back on my car on another air mattress purchased at Walmart.  Fortunately, 
I have two Jackery batteries as well as an extension cord to plug into the electricity at the 
RV site.  I can use my electric blanket along with a heavy-duty sleeping bag. I’ll be back in 
Texas by April 9th and plan to stay put until after Mid-Tex in May. Movers will pick up my 
furniture and boxes of stuff after Mid-Tex.  Then I will do a really good cleaning of my 
house and get it on the market.  
 
After I clean, back I go to Colorado to meet the movers and get everything moved into my 
new house.  I will remain in Colorado either until it is time for the Texas State Festival or 
right before our “Ride the Rails to Milwaukee” group leaves San Antonio.   Once back from 
Milwaukee, I’ll take it easy for five days waiting for the social event of the year – Billy and 
Ramona’s wedding.  (Be sure and RSVP if you plan to attend.)  It will take at least a day to 
recover from that and then I’ll be headed to Colorado for good. 
 
I have outlined everything I have been doing so you will understand the reason you have 
not seen me at many local dances this month and why I am behind in some of my 
administrative duties.  Hopefully that will change in April and the first part of May. 
 I hope to see all of you at one of the many dances in April and May, 

Brooke 
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Wow!  Did you see it?  Did we?  I’m talking about the total 
solar eclipse of April 8, 2024.  The path of totality went directly 
over our ranch in Llano County.  I’m writing this letter in 
March, so…  Helen and I and our children and grandchildren 
are planning on being there (with our special protective 
glasses) for the viewing.  Along with several million more 
people, apparently.  We are praying for a clear day and are 
looking forward to the 5 minutes of total darkness. This may 
be our last chance, as the next total eclipse visible in the U.S. 
is August 23, 2044.  We hope we are still dancing then! 
 

     What is an eclipse?  A solar eclipse happens when, at just the right moment, the Moon 
passes between the Sun and Earth.  Sometimes the Moon only blocks part of the Sun’s light. 
This is called a partial solar eclipse.  Other times, the Moon blocks all of the Sun’s light. This 
is called a total solar eclipse.  As the Moon blocks the Sun’s light, it casts a shadow on part of 
the Earth.  The Moon’s shadow creates a trail as Earth rotates. This trail is called the path of 
totality. 
     Without a scientific explanation, the darkening of the Sun (or Moon) during an eclipse 
would be a startling event, to say the least.  Thought history, eclipses have been seen as a 
disruption of the natural order, and many groups have believed them to be bad omens.  How 
did many ancient peoples explain solar and lunar eclipses? 
     Many ancient cultures attributed solar eclipses to either the moon or the sun being eaten 
by animals or demons. In Chinese folklore an eclipse is caused by a black dog or dragon 
eating the sun, while in Vietnam a giant frog does the solar devouring. The Choctaw tribe of 
North America attributed the phenomena to a black squirrel biting the sun, while Hindu 
mythology claims the sun is eaten by the demon Rahu.  In almost every culture that holds 
this “sun-eating” belief, the solution is to make a loud noise— a method that has proven to be 
100 percent effective in getting the sun to return. 
     Based on an interpretation of Genesis 1:14, Rabbinic Judaism considers celestial events 
to be signs from God: “And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs. . .’” 
     Rather than a sign of impending doom, most Christians consider the religious significance 
of eclipses to be that they reveal the majesty of our Creator as in Psalm 19:1:  The 
heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.    
 
 
 
 
 

ASRDA CHAPLAIN’S LETTER 
THE TOTAL ECLIPSE! 
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     As astronomer Hugh Ross says, “I don’t think it’s an accident that God put us human 
beings here on Earth where we can actually see total solar eclipses. I think God 
wants us to make these discoveries. I would argue that God on purpose made the 
universe beautiful, and one of the beauties is a solar eclipse.” 
     “Solar eclipses are an amazing phenomenon. They occur when the sun, moon and 
earth are aligned so that the moon seems to pass in front of the sun and perfectly covers 
it. This is only possible because the moon is 400 times smaller than the sun but is also 
400 times closer to earth than the sun. This mindbogglingly incredible coincidence 
means that the moon appears to be EXACTLY the same size as the sun from our 
perspective on earth. The result is that during a solar eclipse, the moon EXACTLY 
covers the sun (to within half a degree) but DOESN’T cover the sun’s chromosphere and 
corona.   This has enabled scientists to make some extremely important discoveries, 
including the composition of the sun’s atmosphere.  
     The most important discovery that solar eclipses have afforded has been our ability to 
witness the light from distance stars being bent around the sun due to its immense 
gravity. This has enabled physicists to confirm several aspects of Einstein’s Theory of 
General Relativity, including the complex interplay of gravity, light and time.”   
     The observable wonder of the sun, moon and stars in their movements is so 
remarkable that peoples of the past erred by worshiping these celestial bodies instead of 
the one who put them there. However, Job, likely even before the time of Abraham, knew 
that it was a grave mistake to make: 

If I looked at the sun when it shines 
    or the moon moving in splendor, 

 so that my heart was secretly enticed, 
    and my hand threw a kiss from my mouth, 
 then this also would be iniquity to be judged, 

    for I would have denied God above. (Job 31:26-28) 

     No, Job was righteous, and he knew who had created these wonders. He knew there 
was only One worthy of our worship. As we enjoy the eclipse, the wink of God, and 
appreciate his handiwork, may our thoughts and worship echo the words of Job: 

He alone spreads out the heavens, 
    and treads on the waves of the sea; 

 He makes the Bear, Orion and Pleiades, 
    and the constellations of the south; 

 He does great and unfathomable things, 
    wonders beyond number. (Job 9:8-10) 

We hope you had a wonderful “eclipse day.” 

Tom and Helen 
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John Kephart and Bob Kurczewski are offering A1 and A2 
at the Circle “K” Ranch, 8521 Ranch Road 1869 in Liberty Hill.  
Cost of lessons or dance is $7.50 per person or $15.00 per 
couple.  If you are interested, contact Bob “Ski” 956/781-8453 or 
email him at:  roundsbyskis@juno.com.  If there is enough 
interest, they will have the class.  See the Flyer at 
asrda.org/classes. 
 

Bring your club banner to Mid-Tex and let everyone know your club is in 
attendance! ASRDA has a nice new trifold screen on which to display club banners at 
our annual Mid-Tex dance. Hang the banner on the screen on Friday and take it home 
Saturday after the dance.  Let’s see how many clubs are in attendance!  
 

SAVE the DATE: The date for the July Delegate 
Meeting and Installation Dance will be July 20, 2024.  
The Delegates will meet at 2:00 pm to approve the 
upcoming year’s budget and vote on the changes to the 
constitution proposed at the April Delegate’s Meeting. 
The Installation dance will follow the meeting.  Watch 
for the Installation Dance flyers coming out soon!  
 

A1 and A2 Advanced Square Dance 
Lessons coming April 2, 2024 

BRING YOUR CLUB BANNERS TO MID-TEX! 
 

Delegate Meeting and Installation Dance 
July 20, 2024 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL ASRDA DELEGATES:
ASRDA Delegate Nominating Committee Meeting

Saturday, April 13, 2024, 2:00 PM
Hyde Park Christian Church

610 45th St., Austin, TX
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
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The Mid-Tex Committee is finalizing plans for the Mid-Tex 
Festival on Friday, May 10TH AND Saturday, 11TH. 

 
Support your ASRDA by pre-registering for this great festival. 
Names of those who pre-register, will be entered into a 
contest. The winner will have their registration fee 
refunded. Another reason to pre-register for this event! 
 
The final planning task includes having plenty of snacks, 
water, chairs and ensuring the dance program is comfortable 
for everyone.   
 
 

` 

2024 Mid-Tex Festival is Quickly 
Approaching! 

As of 20 March, we only have 42 dancers registered for the festival.  The question is, “Do we 
continue our final planning for those 42 dancers that are registered, or do we anticipate more 
dancers joining in on the fun?”   
 
This year’s dance offers new opportunities for square dancers: 

Hex Squares, A2, DBD, Plus and MAINSTREAM! 
 

Save your spot in the square by PRE-REGISTERING  
and save $10.00! 

 
See page 7 of this newsletter for the Registration Form. Please fill it out 

and make checks payable to ASRDA.  Mail to:   
ASRDA, P.O. Box 1195, La Vernia, TX 78121. 

 
Don’t forget: Share your culinary skills by bringing a finger food to share with other 
dancers. ASRDA will also provide pre-packaged snacks.  Looking forward to seeing 
everyone on the dance floor at the Mid-Tex Festival, if not before. 
 
Thank you, 
Skis, Mid-Tex Chairman 
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The $200.00 “Visitation Award” will be given out at the Mid-Tex 
Festival again this year.  The award is given to the club that had 
the most people visiting other clubs in groups of four or more 
from July 1st, 2023 to April 30th, 2024.      
      In 2025 the dates for earning the Visitation Certificate begin on 
May 30, 2024 and continues until April 30, 2025.  This gives dancers 
an additional 3 months to visit other clubs.  
      Each time four or more people from one ASRDA club visit 
another ASRDA club, they should receive a visitation certificate from 
the visited club and documents the names of the dancers.   
     On May 1st, each club president or designee sends the visitation 
certificates to Bailey Sutherland (Country Cuzzins).  He is in charge 
of the Visitation Award Program and is the one who tabulates the 
results. 

Mid-Tex is three months away.  You and 3 others still have 
time to visit other clubs and collect quite a few visitation certificates.  
Grab some club dancers and get out there and visit!  Remember to 
have your Friendship Badge signed too.  

Help Your Club Win the “Visitation Award” 
 

Everyone in ASRDA is invited to attend Billy and 
Ramona’s wedding.  If you are planning to attend the 
wedding and square dance in Georgetown on Saturday, 
July 6th, please email Ramona at 
sdq1997austintx@gmail.com  and tell her you are coming.  

 Ramona must have a head count, so she knows 
how much barbecue Chet Miles needs to buy and cook for 
the wedding dinner.  Once you email her, she will send you 
the exact time, location, and any other information you 
might need once everything is finalized. 

So, RSVP soon!  
 

RSVP for Billy and Ramona’s Wedding 
July 6, 2024 
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ASRDA is still in desperate need of dancers to come forward and volunteer for 
appointed officer positions. The following individuals have volunteered to serve on the 
2024-2025 ASRDA board.  Tricia Morley &I Dennis Artz – President; Mike Goggin & 
Patti Brown – Vice-President; Tom & Helen Bohmfalk – Treasurer; Chuck & Cheryl 
Sherman – Secretary.   

These individuals volunteered for ASRDA Board positions because they didn’t 
want our association to dissolve.  If any ASRDA member would like to run for one of 
these positions, let a delegate attending the meeting know and you can be nominated 
from the floor.    
Appointed officer positions open on July 1st 2024 are: 

Hospitality                                                    Education 
Texas Star Reporter                                     Publicity  
Historian/Photographer                               Ambassador-At-Large South    

           Ambassador-At-Large North  
 
 

What are the main duties of:  
       Hospitality- Maintaining liquid refreshment containers (now in storage), purchase  as 
needed coffee, tea, sugar, creamer, cups for ASRDA functions, coordinating refreshments 
at 3 ASRDA sponsored dances & 4 ASRDA Delegate Meetings, coordinate with Mid-Tex 
Hospitality Chair for pick up and delivery of needed items.  
     Education. -  Supply clubs with Basic, Mainstream, and Plus booklets; contact 
TSFSRD Education and Social Media officers to learn current offerings for ASRDA; write 
monthly articles for the ASRDA newsletter and the Federation newsletter, The Texas Star; 
work with ASRDA clubs, club delegates, and new dancers to increase awareness of what is 
going on in ASRDA. 
     Texas Star Reporter – Use the monthly newsletters to send ASRDA information 
quarterly to the Texas Federation of Square and Round Dancer.  
    Historian/Photographer – Take photos of 3 ASRDA annual dances and post on 
Facebook. Send them to the webmaster to post on website. 
     Ambassador-at-Large North or South – visits clubs in the southern or northern part of 
ASRDA, communicate between clubs to the ASRDA president regarding concerns, 
upcoming dances, graduation; welcoming new dancers while in lessons; advertise the 3 
annual ASRDA dances; share flyers and materials. 
    Publicity- Write articles for the ASRDA newsletter and the Federation newsletter, The 
Texas Star; share information with ASRDA clubs, club delegates, and new dancers to 
increase awareness of new information from the ASRDA Delegates’ Meetings; learn how 
they are currently promoting square dance lessons; what 
worked and didn’t work to share with other clubs as they recruit; assist clubs with flyers as 
needed; share information on ASRDA Facebook page. 

 
"Alone we can do so little; Together we can do so much." 

–Helen Keller 

Help Still Needed! 
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73rd NSDC in Milwaukee registration will be increasing to $80 for adults and $40 for 
youth on May 1, 2024. Please get your registration in before the increase. Texas is 
currently in second place of the 2000 dancers who have preregistered.  Wisconsin 
leads so far, but Texas has more dancers preregistered than any of the states that 
border Wisconsin. GO TEXAS! 
 

To register online, see: 
https://73nsdc.com/long-form/ 

National Square Dance Convention - 
Milwaukee 

 

The March issue of the National Square Dance Magazine presented by the 73rdNSDC 
in Milwaukee will be available soon for your reading pleasure.  Every issue of the 
magazine is colorful and interesting and extremely helpful if you are planning to attend 
this year’s convention in Milwaukee.   
 
There is an article in the February issue describing how Gary and Claudia Lester, the 
75th NSDC Chairmen, were able to sign 34 people up in about a week for Texas’s 
National Square Dance Convention in Waco in 2026. Just go to 
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/ and check it out. 
 

National Square Dance E-Magazine 
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2024 Pre-Festival Dance 
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Registration Form 

 
Download PDF or register online to download at  

https://www.74nsdc.com/register-online 
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Pre-Register for the 75th National Square Dance Convention NOW! 
National Square Dance Festival in Waco, Texas 

Brooke Peters, Ramona Padilla and Billy Grimsley attended the 2024 Pre-Convention for 
the 2025 Louisiana National Convention in Shreveport, which serves as an example for 
planning the 2025 Waco Pre-Convention. These pre-conventions are a "dry run" of what 
the real convention will be like.  

Many dancers have been asking for a 2026 Waco T-Shirt that has information on 
both the front and back. Now we have one!  The cost for each shirt is $18 due to 
the added expense of printing front and back. Supplies are limited, but more are on 
their way.  

How about that HAND TOWEL!   If you are interested, contact Brooke 
Peters at kbrookepeters@gmail.com or Ramona Padilla at 
sdq1997austintx@gmail.com.   
 



 

Moving Square Dancing into the 21st Century 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Hotel reservations may be made AFTER March 22, 2025! 
Room blocks expire after September 15. 2025 
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Friday Night Callers 

Photos of Shreveport Pre-Convention Dance 
 

L-R 
Brooke Peters, Education Chairman 

Claudia Lester, 75th General Chairman 
Ramona Padilla, Assistant General Chairman 
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Website Works 
 

The articles in past ASRDA Newsletters have assisted our readers in using the website.  
Check out these newsletters if you have a question about a specific page. 

•September - Upcoming Events, Social Secretary’s List and Classes were highlighted. 
If you want to add new dances to your personal calendar, please see Upcoming Events.  The 
flyers for each dance are posted there. 
•October – How to use the Home page www.asrda.org 
•November – New Dancer Information.  Encourage your new graduates to learn more about 
the culture of square dancing and information they might need to know as they advance 
through the Mainstream Program 
•December – Discussion of ASRDA Resources and Policies such as: ASRDA Constitution & 
Bylaws; a list of Callers, Cuers & Line Leaders; Relationships between ASRDA Clubs, 
ASRDA, & TFSRD; Publicity Reimbursement; Teen Scholarship Program; and Policies on 
Firearms, Photography, Inappropriate Behavior and Covid Protocol. 
•January – Links – Ways to access information from: 
      •Texas Federation of Square and Round Dancers through Newsletters, Facebook and 
their website; 73 National Square Dance Convention in Milwaukee; Square Dancing Online 
Help (Videos or icons); Organizations for the Development, Promotion and Growth of Square 
and Round Dancing. 
•February – HELP! This page helps you navigate the others.  Please use this if you have 
questions.   
        If you have other questions, please contact Vickie at vmmerchant.asrda@gmail.org or 
Mike Goggin at mikerrtx@gmail.com. 

 

Facebook Followers have increased to 778 (including 8 new followers) Thanks for 
CONTRIBUTING, SHARING and LIKING the ASRDA Facebook page. 

ASRDA Website/Facebook Statistics 
ASRDA Website:  
From Feb. 28, 2024 through March 29, 2024, www.asrda.org has had 726 visits 
with 1,900 views.  Home Page visits numbered 434 with 282 viewing Upcoming 
Events. Please let new dancers know about our website page New Dancer 
Information and our newsletter. They can SUBSCRIBE at the bottom of the 
newsletter page on the Website or www.asrda.org/newsletter. 
 Recently, asrda.org was contacted by a group in Illinois praising our website and thanking us 

for providing information through our Links page.  Through our website, she has located a 
group to give free square dance lessons to the members of a community center.  One of her 
student volunteers has also prepared an overview of basics of square dancing.  If you would 
like to see what she has created, please see www.aaastateofplay.com/swing-your-partner-the-
basics-of-square-dancing/  
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•What topics would you like included in the ASRDA newsletter that would make it more 
interesting to YOU? 
 •What questions/suggestions do you have for any of the ASRDA officers? These can 
be anonymous.  
•Do you have a favorite recipe to share?  
•What do you like about the newsletter? What don’t you like? 
 

Please send me your suggestions, articles, photos, recipes, information, etc. as 
attachments to vmmerchant.asrda@gmail.com 

 
Please send your flyers for dances as soon as they are complete so they can be added 
to the ASRDA.org website under “Upcoming Events.” 

 
 

Round The Capitol Square is the official publication of the Austin Square & Round Dance 
Association. There are eleven issues per year (no July issue).   
 
All articles and flyers (8.5 x 11) must be received by the 15th of each month preceding 
the month of publication (i.e., 15th of August for publication in the September issue).  
When sending your articles in, please attach the document (.docx) to an email. Any 
photos should be sent as a jpg file and as attachments to 
vmmerchant.asrda@gmail.com  
 
 
The Editor reserves the right to condense, rewrite, omit, or rearrange any items 
submitted.  
Ad Cost: $25 for non-ASRDA clubs per issue.  

You can subscribe to Round the Capitol Square!  Go to 
http://www.asrda.org/newsletters and scroll to the bottom 
of the page. Fill out the form and you will be subscribed or 
Download RCS for no charge. 
 
 
 
On the right side of the page are 2023 Newsletters 
from January to June.  On the right side are the most 
recent newsletters. They will automatically be sent to 
your  
email.  Hope to see you on the list of subscribers.  
 

Hopefully, new students will Like and Share our Facebook 
page with their friends.  Please tell them about it. 
 

Newsletter News 
 


